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In the framework of preparations for the Special Session of the General Assembly against corruption to be 
held 2-4 June 2021 a Special Session of the CoSP to the UNCAC was held on 7 May in Vienna. 
 
After 15 years of UNCAC states renew their commitment breathing new life into the process. 
 
A political declaration, prepared by the co-facilitators for the informal consultations, the Ambassadors of 
Peru and of the UAE, has seen the light after intense negotiations over a year on two outstanding paragraphs 
and was adopted. It will be a concise and action-oriented document following the structure of conventions, 
a universal message to fight corruption.  
 
As it was expressed in a statement by the International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA) held a few days later 
during the 30th Session of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice: “Inclusive, sustainable 
development cannot be achieved without success in fighting corruption. IACA is determined to contribute to 
the implementation of the Agenda 2030 by providing anti-corruption education based on research.” 
 
Corruption affects the Human Rights, slavery, trafficking, economic growth, stability and causes poverty 
being an obstacle for the achievement of the SDGs. The gender perspective and the special vulnerability of 
women and girls as a fundamental part of the text was mentioned by a number of speakers taking into 
account the tragic link of COVID-19 and corruption. The declaration would provide a precondition for 
progress and should hinder illicit financial flows. Firm common commitments and multilateralism, common 
and shared efforts together with partnership with Civil Society are the basic factors towards this goal.  
 
A number of delegates stressed the valuable contributions by Civil Society and would have preferred a 
stronger role of them in the text of this concise and action-oriented declaration. The UNGASS will be an 
opportunity to make CS’s voices heard. The UNCAC Coalition and Transparency International stated that Civil 
Society must be included in the follow up of UNGASS after years of being excluded from participation in the 
negotiations. (See my report on the First Intersessional Meeting of the CoSP to the UNCAC on the 
preparations for the UNGASS, 2-4 September 2020). 
 
I recommend to reiterate and update also the ICW Resolution “Corruption” adopted at the GA 2015 in 
Izmir, Turkey for the upcoming ICW GA to be held 2022 in Avignon. 
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