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IMPORTANCE OF FORESTS & SAFE WATER FOR WELL BEING

While huge areas of eastern Australia are inundated with rain, and impacted by 
severe fooding, we need to think about people’s Well Being. Only a year afer trying 
to recover from devastatng bushfres, many of those communites are being 
fooded. When the rains stop, there will be difcult tmes for families as they return 
to their fooded homes, and many with their livelihoods afected. 

NCW members can try to ensure that families are helped, and that when funds are 
available those funds are fairly distributed.

There are already questons asked about allowing housing developments to be on 
low-lying areas that can be subjected to foods. In areas of New South Wales, Bureau
members are talking of the foods being greater than the 1961 foods, and other high
foods. We need to heed the warnings about the impacts of a changing climate 
where such events are happening more frequently.

Where there are intact forests and woodlands, they help stabilise the soil, absorb 
water, and reduce impacts of heavy rain events.

The Internatonal Day of Forests was on March 21st, and below is a message from the
United Natons Secretary-General from the UN Informaton Service, Vienna.

The Secretary-General

Message on the Internatonal Day of Forests

21 March 2021

“Humanity’s well-being is inextricably linked to the health of our planet.  Forests play
a crucial role. Forests flter the air we breathe and the water we drink.  They regulate
our climate, absorbing one-third of the global greenhouse gases emited each year.  

Forests provide habitat to 80 per cent of all known terrestrial species, many of which
are under threat.  Today, more than 1 million of the planet’s estmated 8 million 
plant and animal species are at risk of extncton.  Some 1.6 billion people depend 
directly on forests for food, shelter, energy, medicines and income.

Despite all that they provide, forest loss contnues at an alarming rate.  We contnue 
to lose 10 million hectares of forests, an area roughly the size of Iceland, every year.

Deforestaton also increases the risks of infectous disease outbreaks and pandemics.

This year marks the beginning of the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoraton, which 
calls for acton to prevent, halt and reverse the degradaton of forests and other 
ecosystems. 



If we fail to act now, we risk a point of no return.  But it is not too late to undo some 
of the damage we have caused.  The crises our planet faces require urgent acton by 
all — governments, internatonal and civil society organizatons, the private sector, 
local authorites and individuals.  

Indigenous peoples are leading the way.  They care for the Earth’s biodiversity and 
achieve conservaton results with very few fnancial resources and litle support.

On this Internatonal Day of Forests let us plant the seeds for a sustainable future by 
commitng to restore and conserve our forests for the beneft of people and the 
planet.”

For many in eastern Australia, there might be a wry response to the Internatonal 
World Water Day.
However, much of the food water is contaminated by sewerage, or other 
contaminants that lie around in people’s places. Valuing clean, safe water is obvious 
and is the theme of World Water Day.

22 March 2021
The Secretary-General

Message on World Water Day

22 March 2021

“This year’s World Water Day, with the theme “Valuing water”, asks: What does 
water mean to me?  The value of water is profound and complex.  There is no aspect 
of sustainable development that does not fundamentally rely upon it.

For me, water means protecton.  A well-managed water cycle – encompassing 
drinking water, sanitaton, hygiene, wastewater, transboundary governance, the 
environment and more – means a defence against ill-health and indignity and a 
response to challenges from a changing climate and increasing global demand.

This World Water Day, we want to record and understand as many views as possible,
so decision-makers are beter informed and equipped to safeguard this human right 
for every person and every purpose.

Today, we are not on track to ensure everyone has access to water and sanitaton by 
2030, as set out in Sustainable Development Goal 6.  While advances being made, 
current progress needs to quadruple to achieve universal access. 

Chronic under-investment in water and sanitaton disadvantages and harms vast 
numbers of people.  This is unacceptable. 

I am encouraged by the joint statement signed by some 160 countries during the UN 
High-Level meetng on water on 18 March.  This shows a strong commitment to 
advancing all water-related aspects of the Sustainable Development Goals.

On this World Water Day, let us commit to intensifying eforts to truly valuing water 
so all may have equitable access to this most precious resource.”


