
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN
ENVIRONMENT REPORT, 

April 2021, by Wendy Rainbird.

The United Natons Decade for Ecosystem Restoraton

“Ecosystem restoraton is defned as a process of reversing the degradaton of 

ecosystems, such as landscapes, lakes and oceans to regain their ecological 

functonality; in other words, to improve the productvity and capacity of ecosystems

to meet the needs of society. This can be done by allowing the natural regeneraton 

of overexploited ecosystems, for example, or by plantng trees and other plants.

Ecosystem restoraton is fundamental to achieving the Sustainable Development 

Goals, mainly those on climate change, poverty eradicaton, food security, water and

biodiversity conservaton. It is also a pillar of internatonal environmental 

conventons, such as the Ramsar Conventon on wetlands and the Rio Conventons 

on biodiversity, desertfcaton and climate change.

Currently, about 20 per cent of the planet’s vegetated surface shows declining 

trends in productvity with fertlity losses linked to erosion, depleton and polluton 

in all parts of the world. By 2050 degradaton and climate change could reduce crop 

yields by 10 per cent globally and by up to 50 per cent in certain regions.” (Ref. 

unep.org. htps://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/new-un-decade-

ecosystem-restoraton-ofers-unparalleled-opportunity )

“The Decade, a global call to acton, will draw together politcal support, scientfc 

research and fnancial muscle to massively scale up restoraton from successful pilot 

initatves to areas of millions of hectares. Research shows that more than two billion

hectares of the world’s deforested and degraded landscapes ofer 

potental for restoraton.

The Decade will accelerate existng global restoraton goals, for 

example the Bonn Challenge, which aims to restore 350 million hectares of degraded

ecosystems by 2030 – an area almost the size of India. Currently 57 countries, 

subnatonal governments and private organizatons have commited to bring over 

170 million hectares under restoraton. This endeavour builds on regional eforts 

such as the Initatve 20x20 in Latn America that aims to restore 20 million hectares 

of degraded land by 2020, and the AFR100 African Forest Landscape Restoraton 

Initatve that aims to bring 100 million hectares of degraded land under restoraton 

by 2030.” 

“UN Environment and FAO are honoured to lead the implementaton of the Decade 
with our partners,” said Joyce Msuya, Actng Executve Director of the UN 

http://www.bonnchallenge.org/content/challenge
https://afr100.org/
https://afr100.org/
https://initiative20x20.org/


Environment Programme. “The degradaton of our ecosystems has had a devastatng
impact on both people and the environment. We are excited that momentum for 
restoring our natural environment has been gaining pace because nature is our best 
bet to tackle climate change and secure the future.”(ibid)

“The UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoraton will help countries race against the 
impacts of climate change and biodiversity loss,” said José Graziano da Silva, 
Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organizaton of the United Natons 
(FAO). “Ecosystems are being degraded at an unprecedented rate. Our global food 
systems and the livelihoods of many millions of people depend on all of us working 
together to restore healthy and sustainable ecosystems for today and the 
future.”(ibid)

Related Sustainable Development Goals
1.End poverty.
2. Zero Hunger
6. Clean water and sanitaton
7. Afordable and clean energy
12. Sustainable Consumpton and Producton.
13. Climate Acton
14. Life Below Water
15. Life on land
17. Partnerships for the Goals.
(Ref op cit).

 


