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ICW Education Advisor Report, by Young-Ae Ha.  May 15, 2021 

 

Education and Climate Crisis:  

Education on Climate Crisis at Kyung Hee University and Women's 

Organization in Korea. 

Today the whole world is having days of anxiety with Covid-19. However, we are 

neglecting what we can call the "climate crisis" as important as this corona. It is also vital 

that we have education to be able to know and respond to this climate crisis. In this context, 

this author considers education on the climate crisis implemented by universities, academic 

circles, and women's organizations in Korea.  

In 2017, Jeju Island invited world-renowned people to hold a "Jeju Forum," which U.S. Vice 

President El Gore described in a video clip the black forest fire that did not go out in his 

presentation on the climate crisis, urging the audience to wake up. ICW President Kim Jung-

sook also stressed the ICW's main activities and Climate Action among the 17 SDGs of the 

United Nations in her speech to commemorate the WCI 33rd anniversary. In many countries, 

more than 200 people listened to women's activities online, and in particular, climate 

action education was well regarded timely. 

 

ICW President Jung-sook Kim’s Speech  
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At the university, Kyung Hee University President Choue In-won first held various 

international seminars with interest in the "climate crisis" more than a decade ago and 

published his book. Recently, President Choue In-won and former UNESCO Secretary-

General Irina Bokova jointly published a book entitled Unfolding Stories of Earth. In a 

symposium held in December 2020, Irina Bokova made a speech on the climate crisis and 

subsequently discussed with her audience actively. 

 

Climate change is a consequence of an artificial change brought about by industrial human 

civilization activities. "When the land transportation route, which has been cut off by the 

truce line, were reopened, the Eurasian Civilization Belt, which runs from Busan to London, 

would be newly built," Bokova said. However, if the civilization belt is another engine that 

accelerates global warming, resource depletion and great inequalities of wealth, we would 

see no future. The Eurasian Civilization Belt should look to the future of its dreams and seek 

a path of peace that can finally solve the global crisis and pending issues with humans. It 

emphasizes that we should focus on education and politics for the future and strive for 

survival and prosperity, but also think about the public meaning and repercussions of our 

lives together. This sense of citizenship on the Earth will also be cultivated through edcation. 
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Chairman Choue In-won of Kyung Hee University System,  

board members and former UNESCO Secretary-General Irina Bokova. 

 

The "Choue Young-seek Ikeda Daisaku Research Center" will hold an international seminar 

on July 19 under the theme of "Climate Crisis and World Peace," attended by scholars from 

Japan, China and South Korea. Professor Ha Young-ae, who was selected as a Korean 

speaker, warned about the climate crisis and ecological crisis based on the theme of "Choue 

Young-seek's ecological crisis and the pursuit of peace," pointing out the problems of 

science and the harmful effects of science 50  

years ago. "The development of science and technology is both blessing and disaster," he 

said. "Inversely, air pollution, water pollution, noise pollution, environmental destruction, 

population explosion, food shortage, mental pollution, and information pollution are 

increasing." (Choue Young-seek, The Reconstruction of a Human Society, Seoul: Eulyu 

Munhwa Publisher, 1975) As the president of the International Association of University 

Presidents (IAUP), he played a substantial role in enacting the United Nations' ‘International 

Day of Peace’ (September 21 each year). (see Costa Rican Resolution) 

 

Meanwhile, the Korean National Council of Women invited outside speaker on the subject 

of ecology. In an inaugural greeting held at the Korean Women's Association Council in April 

20, 2021, the newly elected Chairwoman Heo Myung said, "I think women should take the 

lead in environmental protection, including the Korean National Council of Women‘s opinion 

on environment." Just after her greeting remark, the lecturer, Professor Park Kwang-guk 

emphsized a critical moment to be caused by the climate change as follows, "There is a thing 
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called the Earth's Doomsday Clock, managed by the American Society of Nuclear Scientists 

(BAS). Midnight and 12 o'clock were set as the "destruction of the earth," but this year, it 

was set to be 100 seconds before the destruction of the earth. This was two minutes earlier 

in 2019 and 58 seconds earlier in 2020 and continued until this year. According to the BAS, 

there are two factors that can destroy the Earth, one of which is nuclear weapons. Nuclear 

weapons are a sure means of destroying the planet, and the other one is climate change. "Bill 

Gates spends a large amount of money on environmental protection every year, and he cited 

that the most important thing to prevent climate change is "citizen action." Professor Park 

also stressed the importance of environmental education and said, "The Ministry of 

Environment's budget is now 9 trillion won, of which 12.8 billion won is allocated to 

environmental education." We need to budget education much more for the climate crisis. 

The lecture alerts us to the climate crisis and received great response from many female 

leaders present.  

 

Recently the U.S. President Joe Biden re-joined the Paris Climate Agreement, which 

Donald Trump withdrew from.  

 

 

 

post-lecture photo at KNCW 
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A study found that the climate crisis also increases the risk of pregnancy in women. Kyung 

Hee University's and Yonsei University's research team have found a link between air 

pollutants and pregnancy. "Pregnant women's oxygen demand increases by 15-20% because 

fetal cells grow and organs develop," said Kim Joo-hee, a professor of nursing of Kyung Hee 

University. "It is a time when they can be more vulnerable to air pollution than ordinary 

people." This is the first study to confirm the number of pregnancy complications and the 

association of air pollutants in pregnant women. The paper was published in the latest issue 

of Environmental Research, a top international journal in environmental health, entitled 

“Association between ambient air pollution and high-risk concern: A 2015-2018 national 

population-based cohort study in Korea.”  

 

As you can see above, the climate crisis is one of the most dangerous factors for our 

human race. How should we respond this problem?  

First, the implementation of education must come first. Most importantly, many people around 

the world, including Koreans, still lack awareness of the problems of the "climate crisis." 

Education is therefore important in various organisations to have awareness of the climate 

crisis. 

Second, the actions of citizens are important. Reducing plastic use, reducing electricity use 

(e.g. turning off the lights for 5 minutes at 8 pm on World Energy Day), reducing water use, 

reducing waste, etc. 

Third, the Pax UN, which strengthens peace agreements through the United Nations, strives 

to prevent war and conflict, and states must participate and implement the Paris and Tokyo 

agreements.  

Fourth, the implementation of climate, ecology, and environmental education in school 

education. The climate crisis should be put into the curriculum of elementary school to 

university education, instilling a sense of peace and overcoming the climate crisis from an 

early age. Therefore, through education, we must open a new future for humans and nature 

to coexist together. 

 


