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Day of the Landless 2020: 

Landless peoples of the world, rise! 

On March 29, 2015, the Asian Peasant Coaliton (APC) launched the Day of the Landless. The 
commemoraton, which marks APC’s founding anniversary, exhibits the land struggles of rural peoples in
many countries and strengthens their resolve to assert their rights to land and life in a world run by 
neoliberal dictates. 

The People’s Coaliton on Food Sovereignty (PCFS) has supported this signifcant day and adopted the 
global acton in its 4th General Assembly held October 2018 in Thailand. In last year’s global 
commemoraton, PCFS highlighted how neoliberal globalizaton drives massive landgrabs through the 
fnancializaton of land and agriculture and how this is aggravated by fascism and militarism. Once again,
PCFS gives recogniton to the landless rural peoples who are omited and disenfranchised in today’s 
global narratve but persist in their struggles for land and life.

The global economy is dipping into recession as a global pandemic and overproducton in oil trigger the 
weaknesses of a globalized neoliberal economy, and the most vulnerable are the rural poor and 
landless. It is therefore imperatve to shed light on the systematc oppression and neglect the landless 
people face in tmes of crises, and even in years of “contnuous growth.”

I. Landlessness persists yet silenced

Landlessness, especially in the Global South, is a centuries’ old reality. Land monopoly has simply passed
into the hands of corporatons, foreign or local, or is co-managed with old landlords. Agrarian reform 
with land distributon had been proclaimed “dead” in the 70s, only to be revived again in the 
internatonal agenda in 1996 through the eforts of peasant movements around the world. While 95 
States recognized the “importance of establishing appropriate land reform to secure access to land” in 
the 2006 Declaraton of the Internatonal Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, what 
was actually implemented was a “market-assisted land reform,” both a brainchild and a funded project 
of IMF-WB, which either sold the agricultural lands to the highest bidder or made the peasants pay for 
the land they tll at “market price.”

Today, landlessness is exacerbated by corporate and foreign landgrabs – with at least 50 million 
hectares of agricultural land in transnatonal deals. While it is almost always predicated to catalyze 
achieving food security, less than 8% of deals are for local food consumpton. Worse, a sizeable porton 
of these lands are directed at producing lucratve biofuels. So, over the decades, landlessness has not 
only persisted but is growing systematcally. Land reform programs that foster free land distributon and 
are directed at social justce have been taken of all ofcial negotatng tables and even the Sustainable 

Development Goals 2030. This is despite the fact that landlessness is the single biggest cause of extreme 
rural poverty and desttuton. 

Landlessness is common among the extreme poor. As of 2015, according to latest available data, 80% of 
the 736 million people in extreme poverty – subsistng on less than USD 1.90 a day – live in rural areas. 
Six out of ten are in sub-Saharan Africa, while three out of ten are in South Asia. Half of the world’s 
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extreme poor can be found in just fve countries: Bangladesh, India, Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, and 
Nigeria – the most populous countries in their respectve regions.

Aside from landgrabs carried out by governments, food corporatons or investors, proxy wars and 
occupaton also displace millions, especially in Africa and WANA. Of the record-high 41.3 million 
displaced peoples worldwide due to confict and violence as of 2018, one out of every four had been 
newly displaced in that year alone. The top ten countries where these new displacements took place are
from these regions, and half of the accounted fgures are in Ethiopia, the Democratc Republic of Congo 
and Syria.

Disasters also aggravate landlessness, displacing 17.2 million in 2018. Of the top ten countries afected, 
the majority are in Asia, with 60% of the displaced located in the Philippines, China and India. Ofen, 
landlessness is not resolved in the course of disaster recovery and rehabilitaton. 

II. Who are the landless peoples of the world?

In the context of people’s food sovereignty, landlessness is depriving rural peoples of the necessary 
means of producton – their control over and access to agricultural productve resources – based on self-
reliance and self-sufciency in food producton. Land rights are defned in the context of feudal 
landlords and transnatonal corporatons monopolizing land, seed, and other natural resources including
labor to generate super-profts.

Following this defniton, landless peoples include the following:

 Agricultural workers

Having no land of their own to tll, agricultural workers sell their labor to landlords and 
agribusinesses to earn income. Many of them are smallholder farmer families whose lands were 
grabbed to pave the way for industrial agriculture.  The Internatonal Labor Organizaton 
estmates that 300 to 500 million out of the 1.1 billion people engaged in agriculture are waged 
agricultural workers. They also comprise two-thirds of the extreme poor in the world and have 
higher extreme poverty rates. 

The plantaton sector, in partcular, is notorious for meager wages, job insecurity, and inhumane
working conditons, on top of its environmental impacts due to monocropping practces and the 
usage of toxic chemical pestcides. Oil palm plantatons are among the most contested globally, 
including in Indonesia, Malaysia, Brazil, and Africa.

 Contract farmers

Public-private partnerships in agriculture gave rise to contract farming, wherein farmers lease 
their land and labor for industrial agriculture. Landlords and corporate enttes take control of 
lands through exploitatve contracts, with risks ofen falling on the shoulders of the contract 
farmer.  It is a form of disguised landgrab, which eventually leads to the acquisiton and 
expropriaton of land from contract farmers.  In Latn America, farmers opt to engage in contract
farming to get a harvest share from agribusinesses instead of competng with their commercial 
producton. However, contract farmers ofen earn very litle in comparison with their corporate 
counterparts. Contract farming is also prevalent in Asia but is growing notably in Africa. More 
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recently, China is using contract farming as one of the means to invest in Africa's agriculture, as 
can be seen in the expansion of a subsidiary of the China Tobacco across Zimbabwe.

 Rural women and youth

A quarter of the world’s populaton are rural women, who produce half of the food grown in the
world. Two out of fve rural women are part of the agricultural labor force and are prone to 
violence and harassment due to gender-based discriminaton. For instance, rural women in India 
are “invisibilized” and own only 13% of the country's farmland although they make up more 
than a third of the agricultural workforce and share 60 to 75% of farming-related work across 
most regions. In Africa, widows are disinherited of land due to discriminatory social traditons.

On the other hand, 55% of the global youth populaton are rural youth. They are two to three 
tmes more likely to be unemployed than city dwellers. While they are more adept at adaptng 
to technological advances, the extreme poverty in rural communites forces them into labor 
migraton. 

Both rural women and youth have limited access to land, property and basic services as well as 
opportunites like wage employment.

 Indigenous Peoples 

Indigenous Peoples, while they comprise less than 5% of the global populaton, defend 80% of 
the world’s biodiversity. Around 2.5 billion people reside on indigenous lands, which make up 
around 20% of the Earth’s territory. Their resource-rich lands have become easy targets for 
agribusiness corporatons. Customary, informal, and collectve land rights of Indigenous Peoples 
are not respected, while their right to free, prior, and informed consent is ofen violated in the 
course of their forceful evicton. Displacement is more than the loss of their livelihood – it also 
intrudes upon their cultural practces and traditons, resultng in the loss of their identty. 

Such is the case in Asia, where two thirds of the world's Indigenous Peoples are located – 
around 260 million representng 2,000 distnct civilizatons and languages. The Indonesian 
government approved the operatons of oil palm plantatons in West Kalimantan and Jambi 
provinces at the expense of Indigenous Ibans and Orang Rimba. Land disputes have also become
deadly for Indigenous Peoples, especially in the Philippines, Colombia, and Brazil.

 Dalits

In India, half of the country's lower-caste populaton is also landless. Dalits and Adivasis are 
denied land rights despite the 1955 caste-based discriminaton ban. In the central and southern 
states of India, about 90% of the Dalits are agricultural workers.

 Other marginalized sectors

Fisherfolks, pastoralists, and other such rural peoples are also engaged in food producton but 
are impeded by the grabbing of resources and corporatzaton of their industries.
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Despite covering the majority of rural peoples in the Global South, landless peoples’ right to land has 
been absent in key natonal and internatonal agendas. Most of the sectors enumerated above, 
especially the agricultural workers, have been dropped from the “ofcial” defniton of landlessness 
people experiencing the systematc oppression of having no right to land. These sectors are dislodged 
and disenfranchised by internatonal insttutons in the realm of “land reform.”

III. Land for the landless

A genuinely distributve land reform program that is directed at exactng social justce is the only way to 
end landlessness – and, in efect, extreme rural poverty. Agrarian reforms are only successful if it 
radically reduces inequality and is accompanied by community access to land, farm tools, and other 
necessary infrastructure. 

People-led land occupatons consttute a crucial form of asserton of land rights. The sugar farm workers 
in Negros, Philippines and campesinos in Cuyotenango, Guatemala have occupied disputed lands and 
established their communites on them. The Tamil women of Iranaitvu island, Sri Lanka, the women 
Dalits of Tamil Nadu and the Dalits in Gujarat and Bihar, India have done the same.

In West and Central Africa, rural communites have resisted the development of at least 27 industrial oil 
palm plantatons by holding on to their territories, while Palestnians contnue to plant olive trees over 
their rightul territory led by the Arab Group for the Protecton of Nature (APN). About 100,000 women 
joined the Marcha das Margaridas in Brazil – the largest gathering of rural women in Latn America. 

The landless peoples have acted by themselves to protest against neoliberal land reform programs and 
reclaim food sovereignty. This is leading to social unrest sweeping the Global South and is exacerbated 
by the ailing global economy. Neoliberal actors want the world to turn a blind eye to landlessness and 
the rural landless peoples, but the landless will always take a stand. Landless peoples of the world, we 
will rise!

Objectves
 Expose the severity of the contnuing problem of global landlessness by bringing focus to the 

unseen and disenfranchised landless rural peoples;
 Highlight the land campaigns of our members and networks, partcularly the victory of militant 

actons like land occupatons as concrete examples of people’s food sovereignty;
 Critcize existng land reform programs in that they aggravate domestc landlessness and call for 

a people-led land reform framework that is hinged on people’s food sovereignty (lobby and 
advocacy);

 Consolidate the members of the coaliton partcularly in Africa and Latn America in the course 
of campaigning against global landgrabs;

 Amid the global COVID-19 pandemic, expose the failures of neoliberal policies that only 
aggravate the vulnerability of the rural peoples, especially the landless, from resultng socio-
economic impacts and susceptbility to contractng the disease.
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Actvites
 Join the Global Day of Acton on March 29, Day of the Landless jointly commemorated with the 

Asian Peasant Coaliton (APC). If public gatherings are possible, hold actvites such as protest 
actons, forums, assemblies, and the like. Launch mass educaton discussions on landlessness as 
part of the global crisis, on the neoliberal trends in land reform programs, and onpeople’s food 
sovereignty as a framework to people-led land reform.

 For COVID-19 afected countries where social distancing is advised, maximize social media to 
broaden the reach of our calls. Issue media releases and statements on our local land struggles 
and in partcipaton in the global commemoraton. Initate creatve social media gimmicks that 
would invite engagement from general audience. Our hashtags:

#WeAreLandless (main)
#LandlessPeoplesRise
#NoLandNoLife
#LandForTheLandless
#DayOfTheLandless2020

 Show our solidarity with the Palestnian peoples’ asserton of their right to self-determinaton on
March 30, Palestnian Land Day. Condemn the US-Israel Deal of the Century and feature olives 
as the symbol of their struggle.

 The Global Secretariat will be releasing the following:

o A series of online publicity materials for social media circulaton from March 22 to 
March 30; and

o A press release for the Global Day of Acton on March 29, Day of the Landless. 

Calls
 Land rights are human rights!
 Genuine Agrarian Reform now! 
 Stop the expansion of corporate plantatons!
 Resist landgrabbing!
 Reject neoliberal land reforms!
 Defend land rights defenders!
 People’s food sovereignty now!

We also encourage all members to come up with or use their own calls and slogans to capture their 

specifc, natonal issues.
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