
 

																			

	Press	release:	10	December	2015
	
FRANCOIS	HOLLANDE	PRAISES	FAITH-BASED	CLIMATE	CAMPAIGNERS	TODAY	IN
PETITION	HANDOVER	CEREMONY	AT	PRESIDENTIAL	PALACE
	
The	President	of	France,	H.E.	Francois	Hollande,	today	praised	the	efforts	of	campaigners	and
faith	leaders	who	personally	delivered	to	him	a	collec=on	of	pe==ons	containing	over	1.8
million	signatures	calling	for	climate	jus=ce.
	
H.E.	François	Hollande	received	the	interna=onal	pe==ons	at	a	special	recep=on	held	at	the
Presiden=al	Palace	in	Paris.	They	were	presented	by	a	delega=on	that	included	Dr.	Ghaleb
Bencheikh,	President	of	Religions	for	Peace-France;	the	Philippines'	leading	climate	ac=vist
Yeb	Saño;	Bishop	of	Salisbury	(UK),	the	Rt.	Rev.	Nicholas	Hulot;	and	Auxiliary	Bishop	of	Brasília,
the	Most	Rev.	Leonardo	Steiner.



H.E.	Francois	Hollande,	President	of	France,	Dr.	Ghaleb	Bencheikh	(right	to	Mr.	President),	President	of	RfP	France,	Mme.
Jacqueline	Rougé	(fourth	from	right),	Honarary	President	of	Religions	for	Peace	and	other	religious	leaders	(Photo	Credit:

Sean	Hawkey/WCC)

The	20	guests	at	the	event	represented	the	four	faith-based	networks	who	led	the	pe==on
campaign	-	Religions	for	Peace,	ACT	Alliance,	OurVoice,	and	the	Global	Catholic	Climate
Movement	-	as	well	as	other	organiza=ons	that	helped	to	gather	the	1,833,973	signatures
worldwide.
	
At	the	ceremony,	Mr.	François	Hollande	thanked	the	group,	and	spoke	of	the	importance	of
bringing	together	religious	leaders	of	all	faiths	to	protect	the	world's	"common	heritage".	He
reminded	the	inter-faith	group	that	the	primary	role	of	the	conference	nego=ators	was	to
"deal	with	the	future	of	the	planet."	He	told	them:	"It	is	a	responsibility	that	we	can't	walk
away	from....	Your	message,	your	pe==ons,	must	be	heard,	and	this	voice	you're	bringing,
must	be	listened	to."
	
Climate	pilgrims	from	across	the	world	were	represented	by	Yeb	Saño,	leader	of	the	People's
Pilgrimage	and	an	ambassador	for	OurVoices.	He	told	the	President:	"As	a	way	to	express	faith
communi=es'	deep	sense	of	urgency	regarding	the	climate	crisis,	we	embarked	on	pilgrimages
from	all	over	the	world....	As	pilgrims	we	walked	and	cycled	together	out	of	sense	of	jus=ce,
love,	faith	and	hope	that	we	can	build	a	beeer	future	together.	We	are	honored	to	be	walking
with	you	on	this	journey."
	
On	behalf	of	ACT	Alliance,	the	Rt.	Rev.	Nicholas	Holtam	explained	why	the	groups	had	united
to	call	for	a	fair	and	ambi=ous	deal.	He	remarked:	"People	of	all	faiths	urge	all	par=ers	to
agree	on	a	Paris	deal	applicable	to	all.	Following	the	acts	of	terrorism	in	this	city	we	want	the
world	to	act	together,	in	care	of	our	common	home."
	
Represen=ng	the	Global	Catholic	Climate	Movement	the	Most	Rev.	Leonardo	Steiner,
Secretary	General	of	the	Na=onal	Conference	of	Bishops	of	Brazil,	voiced	his	solidarity	in	the
wake	of	the	Paris	aeacks	and	highlighted	the	success	of	the	pe==on	campaign.
	
Dr.	Ghaleb	Bencheikh,	President	of	Religions	for	Peace-France,	spoke	about	the	need	to	work
for	an	end	to	conflict,	in	order	to	"build	a	future	with	a	sound	environment	for	mankind".	He



H.E.	François	Hollande	(L),	President	of	France	and	Dr.	Ghaleb
Bencheikh	(R),	President	of	RfP	France	(Photo	Credit:	Sean

Hawkey/WCC)

Rev.	Dr.	Olav	Fykse,	World	Council	of	Churches	General	secretary	and	Co-
President	of	RfP	(Photo	Credit:	Sean	Hawkey/WCC)

said:	"Religious	tradi=on	brings	hope	within	misery.	Now	we	are	facing	a	climate	challenge,	we
are	ac=ng	for	peace	and	for	the	future	of	mankind."
	

He	then	said	to	the	President:	"We
admire	you	for	what	you	are	doing
because,	under	your	auspices,	we	hope
that	this	nego=a=on	will	bring	about	a
future	for	coming	genera=ons."	To
watch	the	full	speeches,	click	here.
	
Mme.	Jacqueline	Rougé,	Honorary
President	of	Religions	for	Peace	and
special	representa=ve	of	UNESCO,	was
also	at	the	ceremony	showing	her
support	of	the	pe==on	campaign.
	
Also	present	at	the	Paris	ceremony	were
representa=ves	from	the	Pan	African

Climate	Jus=ce	Alliance,	We	Have	Faith,	the	Lutheran	World	Federa=on,	and	the	'Bhumi
Project'	at	the	Oxford	Center	for	Hindu	Studies,	as	well	as	climate	pilgrims	from	Britain,
Scandinavia	and	Germany.
	
The	pe==ons	were	originally	presented	to	UNFCCC	Execu=ve	Secretary	Chris=ana	Figueres
and	the	French	President's	Special	Envoy	for	the	Protec=on	of	the	Planet,	Nicolas	Hulot,	on
November	28	in	Saint-Denis,	northern	Paris.	Delivering	the	opening	remarks	today,	Mr.	Hulot
told	the	delega=on:	"The	President	did	not	hesitate	at	all	to	receive	you,	as	you	bring	the	fruits
of	your	pilgrimages."
	
Earlier,	on	8	December,	World	Council
of	Churches	General	Secretary	and
Co-President	of	Religions	for	Peace,
Rev.	Dr.	Olav	Fykse	Tveit,	addressed
the	High	Level	Segment	of	COP21.
"We	believe	that	you	will	serve	the
world	by	showing	the	best	of	human
crea=vity	and	capacity",	said	Rev.
Tveit.	He	further	pointed	out	that
COP21	is	"the	right	moment	for	real
and	visionary	leadership,	and	it	is	an
irrefutable	moral	duty	for	all
governments	to	agree	on	concrete
and	measurable	steps	towards	global
climate	jus=ce	and	partnerships	for
climate	resilience."	For	full	speech,	click	here.

	
About	the	four	networks	who	organized	the	pe\\ons:
Religions	for	Peace,	established	in	1970,	is	the	world's	largest	mul=-religious	coali=on	that	works	to	advance	peace.
ACT	Alliance	is	a	coali=on	of	137	churches	and	affiliated	organiza=ons:	it	runs	the	ACT	Now	For	Climate	Jus=ce
campaign.
OurVoices	is	run	under	the	auspices	of	The	Conserva=on	Founda=on	in	the	UK	and	GreenFaith	in	the	USA.
Global	Catholic	Climate	Movement	represents	thousands	of	Catholics	responding	to	the	Papal	encyclical.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bn3n1XkRlAZE6vfy7ZyWHeoPX9mGg-wD7wfv5s-ZQUrh9imoTtGGaYPKeWHf0VGpGIlxamcvalNW9Fl81isZg6XXipisXDSOUEzOAWNvmukDp72rDxodOvBHp4r1bs1PO_1XMN-Dslp04ItybxItxErA0G9v96EELNvp63CFkRnRRvTbVfrkYhOXcP1igZ86YPVn9ie8R4Mr9qDTW5YdvUaVnJtiSt_g4NVE696UtO7Rx-9_8Nx698lXRjIYNKwP1zMj3KKio9RIQF-sg59J47c5Q9CID-2EH-OAttVmSOQHujTtdmrlFLO3PTV3o7VSB0USCPycFTxZYMS-4m0E6wzsXIvqMn9HiCzvc2RlZH4NRG9K2y5aac04SV6xQ0c8B9wWgh4JZ64_Ihr-FUThCtcAmdbA5CknhW0O9ojKYujmk1bdPXhbaygVaKZJpThmESu3xGocpaQUpQWXdrSoS2k4FSTswUT2FcOnP19RvQCZvQmxmzlg2u1BezCehYiXcLTGHzFyaOFUdeE41R0SrA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bn3n1XkRlAZE6vfy7ZyWHeoPX9mGg-wD7wfv5s-ZQUrh9imoTtGGaYPKeWHf0VGpNYmxETxwT39R7y3hMa5r3t91wtudxXkbU8c56xvpPI6h4-bHga5uaNOjQxWuEnpbxkTmIQzkAPaooaedhPvX8zd-PZf84MiyF1M_drcnIZ1YQwfu5hgjb3lZKnntgSj4I-0SJpFK9OKOPnsIP5riitywVJFF2HoaNgbxZxvnNEm-EvcqTZPZqnRpwzyIpvOvCdQndKkHpjZ4WgLXg7MDhfurhB167hxMEIBjH5uCFst8FXjDRGlwmWqnOCjKNSK3fG7XbgzAZ-JwG_C4z3ZjHJixTTnvnY96SWhMLhMq0Yfa-wY5ZxrLZR7R6T0YtnJl4mbctlXmDfJs2p5EfJCiweQHVg4KWIEFe1oCv8EwXxUiGxn6aeqi05BQ-dYmTo-QsFYIvPBZNNWsMJ2MpNXBh1OwR-KS752kaxBkdJCg5dqtze-H7tT3NfxpsGQq6YvxJ0n6O4dbU6A=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bn3n1XkRlAZE6vfy7ZyWHeoPX9mGg-wD7wfv5s-ZQUrh9imoTtGGaRAd2wpwsCFbrPJ_N-KKXCmvLUk6gIDARyu8m94hT16jLsxtBR4QhGvSY7AimfehgE1E0vWEC0AenfFv_cSxM5Iq6V5Hidh6ipsg82rDu4b77PQYkYJ5ht97fJ9spTDar_GluaYpcYhZeuCKZ83ww6aBU-LpZdoLy7rUnCNvKJko4AgcyYlHNgfwuJTmna06SLPNHyM1-ydgIfGX0lB9Vmf6bODOTnsCQ14zkeNUhxyJNUwXw6aAwZvWbnzHoxSs8JPjSbvzQgsSwuheR-HLJvHTVPdRAqM-63WNZPtQrDLiZDZroMacx7rKjWOkIqa_iRKgdVY8PrSvdGBaBxLimaS1pya_AU6LUw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bn3n1XkRlAZE6vfy7ZyWHeoPX9mGg-wD7wfv5s-ZQUrh9imoTtGGaUTu8b2XqBmNZVze2j5N9qZxJfXI9ssszvKy2f6176mG5S_Enf8XZpkAJUx5Cl2C-RGX_lMNnAFwNqJh1ZOSVLhSa-nU-YSPRucqb52BG7QEotGcBMuYuMth29BEMjmddZnVIm3yzUvr1ti0ospG8Q3f6yXDacFgRn6KMkZbAA3RTpYiRQnLcQuD4-pnCB2b9SGI0N6NnX4gYNy1u1eg2tc6q18zSXp7X6ZGbx9kE7ddcaf_SUWgvYGPQwE1LyQtQEgdYSRwwzqaTUijrwYaA3ZdBAMpsMh81kV-a6D78KDbdejAivArFQQnj_xzYwF0TjmArzrVvmX8TnbAy_I3f6ticl5enNKUiQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bn3n1XkRlAZE6vfy7ZyWHeoPX9mGg-wD7wfv5s-ZQUrh9imoTtGGaUTu8b2XqBmNu7l1hre1v8SqYDIJ20PyYCWmVfYS-IIkACg4OVCiecUHXiSnGwwChk2k2u6afCYLVytETNQjvHZK6s0OOWP-59Fez_mfWzGrrWMHeJCFm9i6DfsQYT0HJM0dD-8QuaDtpPYtZcLq1JoDDMyKwOddkCpio3yB47ixoQ_jiNhLlPMWfsFF86sVkDN0d3Q107CC2awqM_r99wMFAZXAgThj1nLOrqdm03R0tTreFdNAe7hD0jhosRhaM0RuBX2S6GuTFOE7M04FgBK9aACqkkQxprEYdbEd5PrJqDGwOgLZOTb2-V7Q7ZZIjB-SzV-sQexig4QKtFDONVzLaGZxspADcA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001bn3n1XkRlAZE6vfy7ZyWHeoPX9mGg-wD7wfv5s-ZQUrh9imoTtGGaUTu8b2XqBmN8tVBbONUaMrd5tRyve_9AOViNhSKCxV2MSCMng7PF1jlIHbYy7W_HsIYXN6eyveFrHP0puQ6zcusQX9N8rjryQJXPDug1v_W72bdhfnrJZOgM4DRleQuPjmOw1e5MHDMBzOlS6BcQQL7B_rfnhxL5RDn9M3rG4_thGorLs0Gz4GG-SJcb9co6u9n6jJbQDMhDGqy-DuCGqOuSi1Mar8Ha-Anx65GrNAxvOd74Bz8KUyWJoQbCOf5wudUqvd6C7VVV2bppXbScoXvlSCMbkT-xy0LPRKCtMePxv6-k0zrkP7QyIQ8L0037_MUWtQwC9NmStcSehgnj0mYx0IUcBPeJHZxNMNVHPqJrWkQxwiGRdQ=&c=&ch=


RELIGIONS FOR PEACE--the world's largest and most representative multi-religious coalition-
advances common action among the world's religious communities for peace. Religions for Peace
works to transform violent conflict, advance human development, promote just and harmonious
societies, and protect the earth. The global Religions for Peace network comprises a World Council
of senior religious leaders from all regions of the world; six regional inter-religious bodies and more
than ninety national ones; and the Global Women of Faith Network and Global Interfaith Youth
Network. 
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